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Pesticide – Shoot Fly, Don’t  Bother Me!  

Module  Summary   

We have all used pesticides in and around our homes at least once. They are used to kill or 

decrease pest populations. Even though they target pests, we must be careful when using them since 

they can affect our health and the environment. Promotores will come to a greater understanding of 

the diverse types pesticides, associated health risks, and pest management alternatives. 

 
Learn ing  Obj e ct iv es   

• Understand the definition of a pesticide. 

• Learn about the different types of pesticides. 

• Acquire information about the risks associated with the use of pesticides. 

• Familiarity with pesticide safe handling. 

• Interpret pesticide labels and images. 

• Define integrated pest management and other pesticide alternatives. 

Pes t i c id e  Ba ck grou n d   

Pests are living organisms that are either harmful or a cause of concern to humans and their 

surrounding environment. Pests may also have a negative economic impact. They come in all shapes 

and sizes. For instance, they can range from insects (e.g. cockroach) to plants (e.g . dandelion) to 

mammals (e.g. rats) to fungus (e.g. mold). As a result of this diversity, there are different types of 

pesticides that target them such as insecticides, herbicides, rodenticides, and fungicides. 

The term pesticide defines a chemical substance mixture of chemical substances used to 

prevent, eliminate, or repel pests. There are different types of pesticides with different uses. The 

general pest control categories include: 1) chemical pesticides, 2) biopesticides, and 3) pest control 

devices (Table 1). 

Humans can be exposed to pesticides via: 1) ingestion, 2) skin contact, 3) eye contact, or 4)  

inhalation. The risks associated with pesticides and the effects to human health vary based on age and 

lifestyle as well as dose, duration, and toxicity of the substance. The US Environmental Protection 

Agency (US EPA) uses a four-‐step process to assess risk.  This process consists of: 1) identification of the 

health affects from exposure (hazard identification), 2) dose of the pesticide and the effects that 

develop (dose- ‐response assessment), 3) how the exposure occurred (exposure assessment), and 4) a 

combination of the last three steps to describe the overall risk (risk characterization). 
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Table 1 Pesticide categories with respective description. 

Pesticide Description 

 
Chemical 

Pesticides 

Chemically synthesized and related. The main families include: 1) 

organochlorines (DDT or Anofex®), 2) organophosphates (parathion or Blandan 

M®), 3) pyrethroid (allethrin an active ingredient in Raid®), and 4) carbamates 

(carbofurancarbofuram or Furadan®). 

 
 

Biopesticides 

Pesticides derived from animals, plants, bacteria, and minerals. They usually fall 

under three categories: 1) microbial pesticides (contain microorganisms), 2) 

plant incorporated protectants (toxic plant substance produced when genetic 

material is introduced), and 3) biochemical pesticides (natural substances). 

Pest Control 

Devices 

Instruments that are used to trap, kill, or repel pests. There are no chemicals 

associated (mousetrap). 

Table 1. Pesticide categories with respective description. 

People that are sick, the elderly, those with asthma and allergies, and young children can be 

especially sensitive to toxic substances. Chronic effects potentially caused by pesticides include: 1) 

damage to the nervous system, 2) development of cancer, 3) harm to the reproductive system, 4) 

changes in hormone function, 5) impairment of fertility, and 6) effects to the immune system. 

The use of pesticides in the home can be risky and therefore caution should be taken. First and 

foremost, it is extremely important to follow the directions and precautions indicated on the label 

(Figure 1). Understanding this information increases safety and effectiveness. Look for such words as 

“caution” or “warning” that signify that the product can be toxic to humans or pets. Make sure that  

the pesticide that you are using is appropriate to kill the targeted pest. Keep the product in the 

original bottle since it contains important information such as first aid instructions, assistant phone 

number, and product handling instructions. 

It is also extremely dangerous to place pesticides in food or beverage containers since those 

that are not aware may think that what is inside can be consumed. Puncture used pesticide containers 

in order to prevent reuse. It is also important to keep pesticide containers out of the reach of children 

and pets. Use locked cabinets, store out of reach, and make sure tamper proof caps are secure. 

Remember, the safety of a pesticide has to do with how you use and store it.  In the U.S., 

approximately 87 people die per day as a result of unintentional pesticide poisoning, and another 

2,277 per day are treated in emergency departments (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 

2012). 
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Precautions should be taken when 

dappling pesticides inside and outside of the 

home. If it is being applied indoors, open 

windows to promote good ventilation. 

Always, wear gloves and eye protection to 

avoid exposure (especially on a windy day). It 

is also important to wear protective clothing. 

Remember, if a pesticide falls on the 

protective clothing, wash separately from 

your other clothes. Do not eat, chew gum, or 

smoke when applying pesticides or near a 

recently treated area. Keep children or pets 

away from any spills and promptly clean-‐up as 

indicated in the product instructions. Dispose 

of any rags or containers properly that have 

been used to clean up the spill. 

Always apply only what you need. The 

product effectiveness might have an 

expiration date; therefore a larger size might 

not be a better value after all. If you have 

pesticide left over, you can pass them on to 

someone else who use them or dispose of 

them properly (e.g. designated hazardous 

waste drop off locations). Do not apply these 

products near rain or storm sewers so they do 

 

 

Figure 1. Basic pesticide label and general information that it may 

contain. 

not enter drainages or waterways. Never pour pesticides down the household drain. 

Within agriculture fields, pesticides are applied to large areas. Therefore, workers that apply 

pesticides and those living near agricultural fields are the most at risk to exposure of these substances. 

If you live adjacent to a field, make sure that you close the windows in your home when they are  

spraying or during a windy day. Dust and air that may enter your home may contain pesticides. 

Research studies suggest that the amount of pesticide dust found in the home is related to how close 

the home is to agriculture fields (Beamer, 2011). 

If you or a family member works in agriculture fields, it is important to take certain steps to 

decrease exposure. Before leaving the work site, either shower or wash body parts that have been 

exposed to pesticides in addition to changing your clothes. Studies show that a likely pathway that 

introduces pesticides into the home is the family car (Beamer, 2011). Therefore, it is important to 

decontaminate at the work site before entering the vehicle. Lastly, be sure to practice safe handling of 

pesticides at work since it can decrease exposures at home. 



P r o m o t o  r  T r a n s f e r a b l  e  T r a i n i n  g  M o d u l e s   9  
 

 

Integrated pest management (IPM) is a management philosophy that combines various 

practices to minimize pests. It combines knowledge about the lifecycle and tendencies of pests, 

application of the proper pest control methods, and common sense prevention techniques. It has 

been applied both in and around the home as well as agricultural sites. It is considered effective and 

environmental friendly. This management approach may be more time consuming, but in the end it is 

safer and less costly. The following are the general steps (Table 2): 

 
Table 2 Integrated pest management steps and actions. 

Steps Actions 

 
Monitor and 

Identify 

• Identify and monitor pests accurately. 

• Locate all areas where the pest has been seen and take samples for 
identification. 

• If you spot a pest, find out what it is by either looking up information online 
or consulting an expert (best way). 

 

 
Action Threshold 

• Once a pest is identified, establish an action threshold (level at which the 
pest population indicates that a solution or action must be taken). 

• Everyone will have a different action threshold, or in other words, the 
amount of pests that they can tolerate. 

• Information about the pest is important in order to develop a realistic 
action threshold. 

 
Prevention 

• Inspect both indoor and outdoor to prevent pests from becoming a 
problem. For example, properly caulk around windows and cover door 

gaps. 

 
Control 

• When a pest has been identified and the population considered a nuisance, 
the proper control method should be evaluated and applied. 

• It should be the most effective with the less risk to humans and pets. 

Table 2. Integrated pest management steps and actions. 

An important part of IPM is the prevention of pest infestation in the home and garden. There 

are precautionary steps that can be taken to decrease the likelihood of pest problems. The following  are 

less harmful suggestions to prevent pests in your home (Table 3): 
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Table 3 Suggested actions on how to prevent pests. 

Eliminate Actions 

 
 
 
 
 

Food Sources 

• Store perishable food in the refrigerator. 

• Do not leave dirty dishes in the sink overnight. 

• Secure leftovers or food scraps in a sealed container. 

• Avoid keeping food scraps in the garbage inside your home. 

• Use a garbage bin with a lid inside and outside of your home. 

• Keep an eye on the expiration dates of flour or cereals. 

• If you leave your pet’s dish with food, set it inside a bigger dish with water and a 
drop of dish soap. 

• Clean your pet’s waste frequently. 

• Keep your kitchen clean from cooking grease and oil. 

• Mix crop types in garden or field (mixed cropping). 

 
 

Water 

Sources 

• Repair any leaking faucets or drips. 

• Keep an eye out for accumulation of water. 

• Frequently change your pet’s water. 

• Dry or remove any water damaged or wet materials. 

• Do not let water standing too long in garden or fields. 

 
 
 

 
Hiding Places 

• Do not accumulate paper or paper products. 

• Repair any holes or crevices in and around your home. 

• Clean frequently areas where food or paper is stored; do not let dirt and debris 
accumulate. 

• Vegetation and shrubs should be trimmed at least one foot away from your home. 

• Bathe pets or animals frequently along with their bedding or mats. 

• Remove piles of old or diseased plant debris. 

• Sink and bath tub drains should be covered when not in use. 

• Check for any pests in boxes, packages, or luggage that you bring into your home. 

Table 3. Suggested actions on how to prevent pests. 

When it comes to gardening or agriculture, additional steps can be taken in order to decrease 

pest invasions than those already presented. It is important to properly care for flowers, trees, and 

vegetables. A healthy plant resists pests much better than a weak plant. Make sure you have healthy 

soil, which promotes healthy plants. Different types of crops should be planted in the garden, since a 

pest might prefer one type and cannot easily spread to others. Have a realistic goal when it comes to 

weeds. It is impossible to get rid of all weeds, so keep them to a minimum. Lastly, make sure that all 

water is drained in order to prevent plant disease as well as insect reproduction. 

Pesticide alternatives can decrease exposure and are considered less toxic than conventional 

methods. When using pesticide alternatives around the home, it is important to identify where the  

pests are entering and the time of day they seem most active. The following chart summarizes some of 

the alternatives to common pesticides used around the home: 
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Table 4 Alternatives to pesticides. 

Alternative Pests Suggested Use* 

Glue Traps or 

Tapes 

Cockroaches, 

scorpions, rodents, 

flies, and spiders 

Place glue traps near entrances or where pests are 

frequently seen. 

Traps 
Cockroaches, flies, 

bees/wasps, rodents 
Place traps near areas where pests are seen. 

Beneficial 

Predators 
Variety of pests 

Ladybugs eat the larvae of aphids, mites, and white flies. 

Cats hunt and eat mice and other pests. 

Canola Oil and 

Baking Soda 
Fungi 

One teaspoon of baking soda to 1/4 gallon of water, add 

1/4 teaspoon of canola oil. Spray all over your plants. 

 
Boric Acid 

Apply directly to cracks, crevices, and behind appliances or 

Cockroaches and ants furniture. Keep out of reach from children and pets 

(moderately toxic). 

Citronella Oil Insects   Candles, lamp oil, skin lotions, and sprays.  

 
Soap and 

Water Solution 

 

Insects 

Mix water and soap solution and apply to plant or area 

were insects are found. Use soaps that are low in salts 

(e.g. potassium salts) or do not contain antibacterial 

chemicals. 

 
Vacuuming 

 
Insects 

Vacuum various areas around the home. You can vacuum 

pests, nests, or eggs. Remember to dispose of the vacuum 

bag after use. 

Neem 

Derivatives 

Scabies, ticks, fleas, 

lice, and mites 
Oil, infusion, or premade products. 

Table 4. Alternatives to pesticides. 

 

 

Additional  Resources   

Web R es our ces  – More  I n fo rmat ion  on P es t i c id es   

The “background” section in this module was developed to provide basic knowledge on the 

theme. In other words, important components and ideas are only highlighted and summarized. The 

purpose of this section is threefold: 1) provide additional sources of information in order to deliver an 

alternative way of looking at a theme, 2) expand the general information provided in the “background” 

to facilitate better training preparation, 3) offer potential training handouts or supplemental material  

that can also assist training participants. The brevity of the “background” section encourages the 

 

*Please follow the product instructions since these are only general use suggestions. 
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trainer to learning more outside of what is presented. The “background” section is a good jumping off 

point.  Here are some suggested on-‐line resources that contain relative information, but please feel 

free to research others: 

 
Table 5 Web Resources – More Information on Pesticides 

Home, Pets, and Garden 

(English) 

Pesticide Action 

Network – North 

America 

 
www.panna.org/your-‐health/home-‐pets-‐garden 

 
Pesticides 

(English/Spanish) 

 
U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency 

www.epa.gov/pesticides/index.htm 

 
www.epa.gov/espanol/saludhispana/pesticidas.htm  

l 

National Pesticide 

Information Center 

(English/Spanish) 

Oregon State 

University and U.S. 

Environmental 

Protection Agency 

 

http://npic.orst.edu/ 

Pesticides Nearby… But 

Staying Healthy Comic 

Book (English/Spanish) 

Migrant Clinicians 

Network 

www.migrantclinician.org/toolsource/resource/aun 

que-‐cercasano-‐pesticide-‐comic-‐book.html 

A Little Bit of 

Poison…Will Kill You 

(English/Spanish) 

Migrant Clinicians 

Network 

www.migrantclinician.org/toolsource/resource/littl 

e-‐bit-‐poisonwill-‐it-‐kill-‐youpoco-‐veneno…no-‐mata-‐ 

pesticide-‐education- ‐manual-‐ 

Citizen’s Guide to Pest 

Control and Pesticide 

Safety 

(English) 

 
U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency 

 
www.epa.gov/oppfead1/Publications/Cit_Guide/cit 

guide.pdf 

Help! It’s a Roach 

(English/Spanish) 

U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency 

www.epa.gov/opp00001/kids/roaches/english/inde 

x.html 

Pest Solutions 

(English) 

Northwest Center for 

Alternatives to 

Pesticides 

www.pesticide.org/solutions/home-‐and-‐garden-‐  

toolbox/pest-‐solutions/pest-‐solutions 

What you need to know 

about… reading a 

pesticide label 

(English/Spanish) 

 

Penn State Extension 

http://pubs.cas.psu.edu/freepubs/pdfs/UO215.pdf 

 
http://pubs.cas.psu.edu/FreePubs/pdfs/uo226.pdf 

What you need to know 

about… disposing of a 

pesticide 

(English/Spanish) 

 

Penn State Extension 

http://pubs.cas.psu.edu/freepubs/pdfs/UO214.pdf 

 
http://pubs.cas.psu.edu/FreePubs/pdfs/uo224.pdf 

http://www.panna.org/your-
http://www.panna.org/your-
http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/espanol/saludhispana/pesticidas.htm
http://npic.orst.edu/
http://www.migrantclinician.org/toolsource/resource/aun
http://www.migrantclinician.org/toolsource/resource/littl
http://www.epa.gov/oppfead1/Publications/Cit_Guide/cit
http://www.epa.gov/opp00001/kids/roaches/english/inde
http://www.pesticide.org/solutions/home-
http://www.pesticide.org/solutions/home-
http://pubs.cas.psu.edu/freepubs/pdfs/UO215.pdf
http://pubs.cas.psu.edu/FreePubs/pdfs/uo226.pdf
http://pubs.cas.psu.edu/freepubs/pdfs/UO214.pdf
http://pubs.cas.psu.edu/FreePubs/pdfs/uo224.pdf
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Try Pesticide 

Alternatives 

(English) 

Maryland 

Department of 

Agriculture 

 
http://www.mda.maryland.gov/pdf/tip1.pdf 

What you need to know 

about… protecting 

yourself when using a 

pesticide 

(English/Spanish) 

 

 
Penn State Extension 

http://pubs.cas.psu.edu/FreePubs/pdfs/uo218.pdf 

http://pubs.cas.psu.edu/FreePubs/pdfs/uo227.pdf 

Alternativas para 

Pesticidas 

(Spanish) 

National Institute of 

Health 

www.niehs.nih.gov/health/assets/docs_p_z/pestici 

de-‐alts-‐span.pdf 

50 Ways to Treat Your 

Pesticide and Dress for 

Success: Personal 

Protective Equipment 

(English/Spanish) 

Pesticide 

Environmental 

Stewardship 

Center for Integrated 

Pest Management 

 
http://pesticidestewardship.org/Pages/Resources.a 

spx 

 
 
 

Training Tools  

Video  R es ources  – More I n form at ion  on Pes t i c ides   

This section provides video suggestions that may help in preparation for the training or can be 

utilized as a training tool to help trainees understand theme concepts. Some of the videos can also be 

used as visual demonstrations when you are not able to set-‐up real-‐life activities.  Here are some 

suggested video resources that contain relative information, but please feel free to research others: 

 
Table 6 Video Resources – More Information on Pesticides 

 
Pesticides and Food 

Safety 

(English/Spanish) 

 

U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency 

http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/mmwebcon.nsf/HTML/KC 

HK-‐7QGLEF?OpenDocument 

 

http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/mmwebcon.nsf/HTML/KC 

HK-‐7QWL6N?OpenDocument 

Larry the Label 

(English) 

United State 

Department of 

Agriculture 

http://vtpp.ext.vt.edu/training/water-‐quality-‐for-‐  

commercial-‐applicators/view 

Pesticidas PSA 

(Spanish) 

 

Anthony Gettig 
 

http://vimeo.com/5000678 

Green Gardening U.S. Environmental www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0nN-‐MD0nj4&hd=1 

http://www.mda.maryland.gov/pdf/tip1.pdf
http://pubs.cas.psu.edu/FreePubs/pdfs/uo218.pdf
http://pubs.cas.psu.edu/FreePubs/pdfs/uo227.pdf
http://www.niehs.nih.gov/health/assets/docs_p_z/pestici
http://pesticidestewardship.org/Pages/Resources.a
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/mmwebcon.nsf/HTML/KC
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/mmwebcon.nsf/HTML/KC
http://vtpp.ext.vt.edu/training/water-
http://vtpp.ext.vt.edu/training/water-
http://vimeo.com/5000678
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0nN-
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0nN-
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(English) Protection Agency  

Safe Handling of 

Pesticides 

(English/Spanish) 

University of 

California 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Yi4IRNSc0o&hd=1 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=npRy4jk92Kw&hd=1 

What is IPM? 

(English) 

National Pest 

Management 

Association 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZPeanRqW5s&hd 

=1 

Plaguicidas y Etiquetas 

Definicion 

(Spanish) 

 
ODEPA 

 
http://vimeo.com/50565739 

Understanding Pesticide 

Labels: From the 

Ground Up 

(English) 

 
University of 

Wyoming 

 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=nutmH74t_tM&hd=1 

IPM: An Overview for 

the Consumer 

(English/Spanish) 

University of 

California 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=56qrZpN0-‐fU&hd=1 

 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZXcqyO56eGs&hd=1 

 
 

V isual  Aids  –  Po we rPo int  P r es enta t ion   

The PowerPoint presentation provided is a prepackaged visual aid that can be utilized to train 

promotores on the respective theme of the module. It is meant to be adaptable and should be 

modified according to the audience needs and knowledge base. The information in the presentation is 

similar to that in the “background” section of this module. Certain terms and/or ideas may not be in  

the “background” section, thus a separate glossary is provided in this section to assist in defining. 
 

The presentation 
provides 

information on 
pesticides 

including types of 
pesticides, 

integrated pest 
management, 

and alternative 
pesticides. 

 

 
Format: 

Microsoft 

PowerPoint 

 

 
 

Length: 

30 slides 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Yi4IRNSc0o&hd=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=npRy4jk92Kw&hd=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZPeanRqW5s&hd
http://vimeo.com/50565739
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nutmH74t_tM&hd=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=56qrZpN0-
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=56qrZpN0-
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZXcqyO56eGs&hd=1
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C oncept  Glos sary   

• Signal words and images are visual indications that provide information about the level of 

toxicity or how poisonous the pesticide may be. They are universal images that include 

caution, warning, and danger. Refer to the presentation for the images. If you would like 

more information you can look up the following resources: 

http://pesticidestewardship.org/homeowner/Pages/ReadingtheLabel.aspx 

• Personal Protective Equipment -‐ is clothing and barriers worn to protect from contact with 

pesticides or pesticide residues. They usually include such items as protective suits, footwear, 

gloves, aprons, respirators, eyewear, and headgear. During pesticide application they reduce 

exposure by significantly reduce the chances of a pesticide poisoning. 

 
Tra in ing  Ass ess ments  and Ext e ns ions   

 
• Review with the promotores the “Do’s and Don’ts of Pesticides” PowerPoint presentation and  

engage them in a group discussion. Have them fill out the “What is the problem?” worksheet and 

discuss their observations as a group. 

• Have them brainstorm the alternative pesticides that they have used in and around their 

home. Have them create a group list. Compare what they come up with to the chart in the 

module on page 51. 

• Play the “Pesticide BINGO” developed by the US EPA Region 6 (to print a free online copy or  

order a professionally printed copy go to http://www.epa.gov/region6/6pd/bingo/index.htm). 

 
C oncept  A ct iv i t i es   

 
These complimentary activities were designed to provide a hands-‐on component to the module 

trainings. They may be used to demonstrate a concept to visual learners or reinforce ideas presented 

to ensure comprehension. The activities have been divided into three sections (warm up, activity, and 

wrap up) in order to guide promotores through the concept(s). Also, some activities have “cheat 

sheets” for the trainer or handout materials that can be copied and handed out to the promotores at 

the training. Similar to other components in these modules, they may be adapted as needed 

considering training time, knowledge base, or available materials. 

http://pesticidestewardship.org/homeowner/Pages/ReadingtheLabel.aspx
http://www.epa.gov/region6/6pd/bingo/index.htm)


P r o m o t o  r  T r a n s f e r a b l  e  T r a i n i n  g  M o d u l e s   16  
 

 

A ct iv i ty  1.  G l i t t e ry  E x p os u re  † 

 
M a t e r i a l s   

 
• Glitter 

• Hand lotion 

• Bucket (sprinkle glitter on the bottom of the bucket) 

W ar m  Up  

 
Mention to the promotores that approximately 87 people die as a result of unintentional 

pesticide poisoning according to the Center for Disease Control. Tell them that research conducted has 

revealed that the hands are most likely to be exposed during pesticide application. As a result of this, 

the group will be observing this type of exposure through the activity. 

Activity 

 
1. Get the bottle of hand lotion and 

pass it around. Instruct the 

promotores to put lotion on their 

hands. Also, put some lotion on your 

hands. 

2. Place the hand that you use to shake 

hands at the bottom of the bucket 

where the glitter is located. 

3. Go up to a promotor at the front of 

the room and shake his/her hand. 

4. Tell him/her to shake the hand of the 

promotor next to him/her. 

5. Have them repeat this until all the 

promotores have had their hand shaken by someone. 

6. Ask them to look at their hands. How many of them have glitter on their hands? 

7. Let them know that the glitter represents a pesticide residue left on your hands since you did 

not use personal protection (gloves) nor did you wash your hands. 

8. Let everyone wash his/her hands with water and soap to get the glitter off or alternatively you 

can use hand wipes. 

 
 
 

 
†Modified activity from: “Glitter Germs” – A to Z Teacher Stuff (http://atozteacherstuff.com/pages/334.shtml) 

http://atozteacherstuff.com/pages/334.shtml)
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W r ap  Up  

 
After they return, state to them that gloves can reduce 99% of exposure to pesticides when it 

comes to personal protection. It is considered an essential piece of personal protection. In addition, it 

is important to use chemical resistance glove and the best ones are synthetic (e.g. nitril and neoprene). 

Ask them what they thought of the demonstration. Are there any additional observations or 

comments? 

 
A ct iv i ty  2. And The P es t i c ide  Labels  Says…   

 
M a t e r i a l s   

 
• Pesticide Labels (copies of the labels for each promotor) 

• Notepads 

• Writing utensils 

 
W ar m  Up  

 
Ask the promotores how many of them read the label on a pesticide bottle before they use it? 

If some of them or all of them read the label, follow-‐up by asking them what information do they find 

on a pesticide label. If none of them read 

the label, ask them why don’t they read the 

label? 

 
A c t i v i t y   

 
1. Have them form pairs or small 

groups. 

2. Pass out the notepads and writing 

utensils to each pair promotores or 

group. 

3. Tell them that you will be handing 

out pesticide labels and you would 

like them to take a minute or two to 

study them. 

4. Pass out the pesticide labels. 

5. Now, have them answer the following questions: 

a. What is the pesticide intended to kill? 

b. What is the active ingredient? 

c. What are the first aid indications? 
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d. How should the pesticide be used or what are the product directions? 

e. Are there any warning or caution statements? 

f. How should the pesticide be disposed of after use? 

6. Once they have jotted down their answers, have them share out loud to the group what they 

come up with. What additional information did they find on the label? 

 
W r ap  Up  

 
Let them know that they should read pesticide labels before they buy a apply them. Remind 

them that protection of human health and the environment against the harmful effects of pesticide is 

based on: 1) registration of pesticides bought and sold with the US EPA, 2) pesticide labels must  

provide the user with safe handling information, and 3) pesticides must be used according to the 

indications on the label in order to achieve effective pest control. 

 
A ct iv i ty  3. What  is the prob lem?   

 
M a t e r i a l s   

 
• What is the Problem? Worksheet (one copy per promotor) 

• Computer (PowerPoint capability) 

• Projector (connect the projector to the computer) 

• PowerPoint slide presentation 

containing the Pesticide Scenario 

Pictures (load the slides on the 

computer)‡ 

• Writing utensils 

 
W ar m  Up  

 
Begin the activity by reminding the 

promotores that one of their mayor 

functions as community health workers is to 

educate. In addition, promotores provide 

invaluable advice that can help change 

behaviors when it comes to health choices. 

With this in mind, let the promotores know that they will be spotting “don’ts” in pesticide scenarios 

that will be shown on the PowerPoint slides. 

 
 

‡ Preload the slides prior to the beginning of the activity. If you do not have access to a computer and projector, you can 

alternatively make copies of the slides and provide a set to each of the promotores. 
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A c t i v i t y   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5. Engage the promotores in a group discussion. 

 

W r ap  Up  

1.  d out copies of the “What is the 

Problem?” worksheets to each of the 

promotores along with a writing 

utensil (if needed). 

2.  Display the pesticide scenario photos, 

either on the projector or as a 

handout, and have them fill out the 

“What is the Problem?” worksheet. 

3. Provide the promotores enough time 

complete the worksheet. 

4.  After they are done, review as a 

group the problems that they 

observed and the potential 

corrections that they suggest. 

 

Conclude the activity by stating that many times their work involves going into people’s homes 

or businesses in order to discuss diverse health themes. Also, they may have the opportunity to visit 

agriculture fields, local businesses, or industrial sites as part of their outreach work. With this, they 

have the potential to observe and recommend corrections that can help people make changes that can 

safe guard their health. 
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Supplemental 

Materials 
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What is the P rob lem?  W orks he e t   
 
 

Photo 

No. 
Potential Problem(s) Proposed Correction(s) 

 

 

# 1 

  

 

 
# 2 

  

 

 
# 3 

  

 

 
# 4 

  

 

 

# 5 

  

 

 

# 6 
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Pes t i c id e  Label   
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Pes t i c id e  Label   
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Pes t i c id e  Label   
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Pes t i c id e  Label   
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Glossary 
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Biochemical pesticide: a pesticide substance that is naturally derived. 

Biopesticides: pesticides derived from animals, plants, bacteria, and minerals. 

Carbamates: organic pesticide compounds derived from carbamic acid. 

Chemical pesticides: pesticides that are chemically synthesized. 

 
Dose-‐response assessment: determine the dose of the substance and the effects that develop. 

 
Exposure Assessment: determine how the exposure occurred. 

Fungicides: chemical pesticide used to kill or inhibit fungi or fungal spores. 

Hazard identification: identification of the health affects from exposure. 

Herbicides: chemical pesticide used to kill unwanted plants. 

Insecticides: chemical pesticide used to kill insects. 

 
Integrated pest management (IPM): management philosophy that combines knowledge about the 

lifecycle and tendencies of pests, application of the proper pest control methods, and common sense 

prevention techniques. 

 
Microbial pesticide: pesticide that contains microorganisms that are used to kill pests. 

 
Mixed cropping: agricultural system that grows two or more crops in the same area instead of just one 

crop. 

 
Organochlorines: organic pesticide compounds that contain chlorine. 

 
Organophosphates: organic pesticide compounds that contain phosphate. 

 
Pests: living organisms that are either harmful or a cause of concern to humans and their surrounding 

environment. 

 
Pest control devices: instruments that are used to trap, kill, or repel pests. There are no chemicals 

associated. 
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Pesticide: defines a chemical substance mixture of chemical substances used to prevent, eliminate, or 

repel pests. 

 
Plant incorporated protectants: pesticides that produce toxic plant substances when a specific type of 

genetic material is introduced. 

 
Risk characterization: step that combines hazardous identification, dose-‐response assessment, and 

exposure assessment. 

 
Rodenticides: chemical pesticide used to kill rodents or small mammals. 
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